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UNSTOPPABLE MOUNTAINEERS

Introduction

We, as an organization, have continued to work towards our Mission of uplifting the
underprivileged and providing them with the necessary resources to do so, even in these
uncertain times.

This bulletin showcases our students battling the hurdles caused by the destructive
COVID-19 and celebrates their overcoming, step by step in each area of their lives. Just
like a determined mountaineer, who faces each of its challenges and is passionate to
conquer the peak, we are unstoppable and are continually making successful attempts to
rise above this situation.

In order to overcome obstacles on the academic side, our teachers conducted Formative
Assessments for classes VI to XII via platforms like WhatsApp to evaluate the outcomes.
They also ensured a deeper understanding of their topics by encouraging senior students to

 



put together group presentations for the same. By engaging junior children in a fun and
useful activities via online media, teachers ensured that the students maintain a healthy
and creative mental state while also keeping in touch with their daily academic routine. A
number of our students have utilized their time at home due to the lockdown, by picking up
at their hobbies and upscaling them.

We are happy to provide a more detailed insight into the achievements during the month of
May (a month unprecedented in many ways in our lives).

Hiking our way around the academics:

Our teachers left no stone unturned to ease the process and led a well-disciplined
assessment process. Credit also to our students who willingly accepted this significant
change. This also ensured effective tracking of online learning outcomes and, therefore,
helped teachers discover improvement areas for each student.

Here is a link that shows how Amaan Ullah of class IX attempted his English Test. He was
asked a tricky question about whether school (physical) education can be considered
redundant as online classes have taken the lead in today’s time. Amaan gave a well-
thought and balanced answer, concluding that school education is still a necessary
requirement for children to grow as they give us the chance to interact with others and
explore different opportunities together.

Another remarkable idea, that our teachers came up with, was to assign Group
Presentations for senior students of our school. Here is the link for one such presentation
prepared by a group of class XI (Commerce) students on “Company Securities Research
on Stock Market Workings” 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=vYHqod7YY-4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eZkPzuuUUX3gdfMi0BlxgaipFLAx9SNr/view?usp=sharing


It helped them gain a better understanding of various topics along with learning life skills
like teamwork and technical skills like MS PowerPoint.

With the aim to brush up the writing skills of our students amidst the lockdown where most
of the study is being done through audio and video calls and writing has taken a backseat,
we conducted both, English and Hindi Writing Competitions for classes IV to XII. Here is a
link showing a few of the narrations written by students. The competition helped them
restore their writing habits as well as encouraged them to open up their minds to pen down
unheard and unique write-ups.

In order to make the senior students of Classes X, XI and XII familiar with the expertise of
composing poems, our English faculty taught them various genres and rhyming schemes
so they are able to compose them on their own. For beginners, our students have
surpassed our expectations and have beautifully transcribed their thoughts in the form of
Stanza Breaks like Nonet (9-lines poem), Decastich (10-lines poem), Sonnet (14-lines
poem) among many other styles. Here is a link exhibiting their penned pieces.

This lesson made them gain the know-how of composing poems and introduced them to an
arena that they can further develop based on their interest and hard work. As an
organization, we try to expose our students to as many options as we can so when the
time for a decision comes, they can decide the best path for themselves.

Achieving Heights through Vocation

For students who are not academically inclined, we take them in our National Institute of
Open Schooling(NIOS) Department/Vocational Education Program where the focus is to
develop their inherent skillset for a suitable career in the future. Amidst the lockdown,
several of our students have enhanced their talents and used them for the betterment of
their surroundings.

Anjali Dhiman helped her family to build a kitchen using brick and cement. Here is a link
that shows the final result of her hard work. We, at PYDS, guide students to be empathetic
towards others and come up with new ideas in order to lend them a helping hand.

Another talented student of ours, Riya Kumari who is doing a Make-up Artistry course with
Lakmé Fashion Academy, took advantage of her time at home by polishing her make-up
skills. Here is a link that displays her flawless makeup transformations.

Following her passion, Shweta Negi, an avid reader has been tutoring the little minds in her
neighbourhood since the past 3 months. She makes use of the teaching techniques
practised such as ‘Think, Pair, Share’ and uses her earnings from these classes in buying
more books of her choice. Her quest seems endless. Attached below is the picture
catching a glimpse of her tuition.

Our main target is to make these students capable enough to lead a life of their dreams.
We achieve this by analyzing each student’s strengths and building upon them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4NqSlBCQew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJoZluF-N60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpQTSao5Jd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EzZmxz6iJ8


Our Tenacious Tinkers

Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) is an initiative of the Central Government of India to create an
environment of scientific temperament, innovation and creativity amongst the country’s
students. We have a fully equipped laboratory set up under the Scheme and the activities
undertaken are incorporated in our overall learning program. We would like to share a few of
the models that our bright minds have created over the past month.

Amaan Ullah, of class IX, has designed and prepared a Wooden Foot Operated Handwash
Dispenser. With COVID–19 spreading, such dispensers are the need of the hour. They will
aid in eliminating common contact points through which the virus can be spread. Here is a
link demonstrating steps taken by Amaan to make the dispenser.

Ayushi Dialani, of class IX, has built Running Toy Horse using a syringe and cardboard.
The toy-horse uses the principles of fluid pressure (hydraulics). It was part of a school
project assigned to her. Here is a link that shows Ayushi explaining the concepts of fluid
pressure and how she used them to make her model.

We emphasise the practical application of the theories learnt in classrooms so that
students can grasp the actual utility of concepts rather than just memorising them. The
resources and tools in our Tinkering Lab are a result of the generous donations given to us
by several philanthropists over the years. We hope to add to them in the future with your
support.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nxu9kGMkK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TO8RTfw3n44


Camping and Learning All Along

To keep our students engaged and focussed during their time at home, our teachers give
them enjoyable activities to perform on an ongoing basis. These help the students think out
of the box and stimulates their creative side.

Students of class VI were given an activity to make doormats using old and worn out
sarees at their homes. Here is the link picturing a few of them. This activity not only helped
in creating a useful product but also helped in inculcating the value of putting worn out
things to some other use rather than throwing them away, in the children.

Similarly, junior students were challenged to come up with their own small Do It Yourself
(DIY) models under the name of ‘Lockdown Challenge’. Students made several models
including a bird's nest, piggy bank and wall-hanging.

For the occasion of Mother’s Day, children poured their hearts out for their mothers in the
form of poems and videos. Here is a link displaying several of these acts of affection. By
conducting such activities, we try to teach our children to be sensitive and loving towards
their families.

In order to brace them for one of their upcoming book chapter on the life of the Shehnai
Maestro Bismillah Khan, students of class IX were given the task to produce music at their
homes with anything at their disposal. Here is a link exhibiting one such musical tune
created by a student. The activity made students bring out their imaginative sides and use
things like utensils and stationery in order to create music, while simultaneously preparing
them for the lesson ahead.

Anjali Bhardwaj, a student of class IX exercised her mind on how to use waste wood at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-jINRIg304
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFK2eU4jQxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6pcwT7IxoQ


her home and came up with a brilliant idea of making a Wooden Badminton Racket out of it.
We constantly try to develop the habit of ‘reusing waste resources’ in our children. Learning
about her effort was a satisfactory and proud moment for us.

For deepening their understanding of a course poem: The Road Not Taken, class IX
students were assigned an activity to exhibit the emotions or the main idea of the poem.
This could be in any form of art like drawings, plays and presentations. Here is a link
showing how students used different approaches for demonstrating their understanding.
The activity facilitated clarity of the poem while also boosted their innovative prowess.

In light of the recent demise of two legendary Bollywood actors: Rishi Kapoor and Irfan
Khan, students of class X were given a project on Cancer. They were asked to outline the
different types of cancer and the lines of treatment followed by the two actors. Here is the
link showcasing one such project made by a group of students. The project helped children
gain awareness of the various aspects of this disease.

To create a light-hearted environment for the children, where they can relax and let their
thoughts flow in the form of art and craft, we involve children across all classes in
showcasing their unique craftsmanship. Showing a few of the etchings done by students in
Madhubani style and others in Origami form.

By involving students in these activities, we aim to develop them holistically, not just
academically.

Collecting Flags of Achievements

NITI Aayog has acknowledged our tinkering efforts by recognising PYDS Learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XvZscJkMOeo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqNtkDBbNpI


Academy as the Atal Innovation Mission (ATL) School of the Month in Uttarakhand for
May. Here is the link which provides the list of all the ATLs of the month for May. We
extend our gratitude to NITI Aayog on behalf of the whole PYDS team.

Few of our students are on their way to be recognised by International Award for Young
People (IAYP), in their chosen skillsets. Shalini Sharma is currently undergoing gardening
training to soon bag the Gold Medal. Manish Shah is keeping himself busy in Yoga so as
to achieve Silver Medal. A Silver Medal also awaits Saniya Thapli as she is devoting her
time to Art skills. Naina Singh is progressing towards a Silver Medal as she immerses
herself in the art of singing. Here is a link demonstrating Naina performing her loved skill.

Our ex-student, Unnati Saklani, who is currently studying at Ashoka University, has
started interning in “Unearth and Empower Communities”. It is a non-profit organisation
focussing on literacy, arts, mentorship and entrepreneurship for the youth ages 4-23. She
has shared her lively experience with us. Here is a link showing a video made by her at the
organisation.

We feel proud to raise students which fulfil the ultimate mission of our organisation: grow
the underprivileged children of Uttarakhand into sensitive, healthy, intelligent and
contributing members of society.

Conclusion

We would like to bring this month’s bulletin to an end by sharing a video made by a few of
our students and staff members, praying for the safety and solidarity of the world in these
tragic times. Here is the link for it.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ys0BeVeHeotNF4AKyv-PROhfilTGbqUY/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Exksn2nEodg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHjfREJDgNU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rp3BTkqtMA8


We are thankful to all our donors whose benevolence has helped us shape this organisation
to its present form. We urge you to bestow on us your kindness and donate generously for
the well-being of our students. Your contributions will be treasured for a lifetime by each
one of us. Every donation allows us to empower a few more children to rise beyond the
oppression of poverty and impacts their lives in a positive manner.

Thank you!

Click Here to Donate!
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