Purkal Bulletin - April 2020
Igniting Learning Beyond Concrete Walls of Classrooms
PYDS adapted swiftly to the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. Our teachers quickly evolved
creative ways to connect with their students. Foremost, we first ensured their mental well-being, then turned
to the delivery of education via WhatsApp and phone calls. Since the majority of our students do not have
access to a computer at their homes, use of online platforms remains very limited.
Our students too adapted to the new ways of learning and are now enthusiastically accomplishing all their
assigned tasks and more! Overcoming the barriers of poor connectivity, students like Prachi Chauhan (of
Class 12 who lives near Yamunotri) are managing to keep up with their learning and submissions through
sheer hard work and dedication.
During this lockdown, students are also utilizing their time to develop new skills or explore hidden talents; be it
crafting earrings with rice grains, baking or learning calligraphy.
Patrons, we happily bring to you some incredible and creative stories of the lockdown from the little
world of Purkal!

Tinkers Take COVID-19 Challenge
This crisis has given an opportunity to our children to learn new skills, develop compassion and resilience
while working to build a safer and more caring community. Their submissions give us hope for a Covid-19
free world in the near future.

Protective Face Shield and Foot Operated Hand Sanitizer Dispenser –
designed by Dev Verma class 8(A) using PVC pipe.

Protective Face Shield by Simran Joshi and Manas Kukreti from class 8(B)
using waste materials
Click here to watch

Small Hands, Stitching High Hopes

Radhika Baluni, a student of class 9, made cloth face masks. She has given out these face masks to her
family members and neighbours to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
Her voluntary service has been appreciated by the International Award for Young People (IAYP) in their
weekly newsletter.
Click here to watch Radhika Baluni's Face Mask Video

Developing Observational Skills Through Art
Through observational drawing, our students are developing skills to understand shapes, patterns,
perspective, colours, shadows, contours and how all of the details interact.

Not Letting Health Suffer
Being deskbound can adversely impact both physical health as well as emotional well-being. To mitigate
these, our children have been encouraged to undertake various activities while at home. Here is a glimpse of
a full body workout done by Vipul Tyagi.

Click here to watch Vipul Tyagi's Full Body Circuit Training

An Art Form of Written Words
All they needed was a pen and paper. These young poets penned their thoughts and emotions in the form of
visual groupings of lines known as Stanza Breaks. All these verses came straight from the heart of our
young poets.

Learning in the Backyard
‘Despite favourable climatic conditions, a farmer’s crop failed to give a good yield’, Watch our little farmers
finding possible reasons in the soil!

A Digital Performance Worth a Praise!
On 23rd April, our very own Tabla performer, Saurabh Sharma participated in YAYAVAR’s On-line Literary
Festival. His recital was played during the opening ceremony of the fest.
Click here to watch Saurabh Sharma's Tabla performance

Click Here to Read 'A Reflection on my 7 year journey at
PYDS' by Ms. Sarandha Kukreja, one of our senior teachers

2020-21 Admission Update
Our Policy entails fresh admissions into classes 1 and 6 every year. Of these 2/3rd must necessarily be
girls. We conduct on site tests which are open to all and free of charge. These are followed by a rigorous first
hand survey of their families and homes to establish their socio economic status. In keeping with our charter,
admissions are provided only to the most needy among them.
It is a tribute to the efforts of our entire staff that PYDS is recognised in its communities for the quality of its
care and all round education. Consequently, this year too, we received an enthusiastic response to our
admission process. 138 children wrote the test for 25 seats in class 1. Response for Class 6 was even more
overwhelming with 159 students appearing for only 13 seats. We are happy to report that these admissions
are now complete with students from as far away as Kyarkuli, a small village off the road to Mussoorie. We
are looking to welcome our new children as soon as we reopen.

Until the Next Exciting Update
We are leaving you with an article on Navjeevan Program written by Ms Anjuli Bhargava, a reputable
journalist. It was published in the Business Standard newspaper on 19 April 2020.
500 miles from home, Happy Reading!

In the present times of difficulty, we too have had to take steps to
stringently manage our finances. These include cutting back salaries for our
employees and adopting austerity measures for the year ahead. However,
this situation is neither healthy nor sustainable, especially if we have to
maintain the high quality of care and education we promise to our children,
and assure to you - our Patrons and Donors. We, therefore, request your
continued generosity in support of our efforts at a time of difficulty for all of
us. Every gesture of help counts.
In turn, we assure you that all of us at Purkal remain fully committed to
fulfilling our Mission.

PLEASE DONATE
We appreciate your feedback and suggestions. Stay safe and healthy!
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